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Fluvial Erosion Hazard Program 
Town of Raymond, NH 

What are fluvial erosion hazards?What are fluvial erosion hazards?What are fluvial erosion hazards?What are fluvial erosion hazards?    

♦ Fluvial erosion hazards (or FEH zones) are areas adjacent 
to a river which have the greatest likelihood of experiencing 
erosion during high flow events or floods.  

♦ FEH zones identify areas susceptible to river/stream bed 
and bank erosion within the natural floodplain. These do, 
however, differ from National Floodplain Insurance Pro-
gram hazard maps which only identify flood inundation risk 
areas.  

♦ Rivers are always changing their paths but periods of high 
flow or flooding can accelerate the process and cause a great 
deal of damage (as exemplified in picture to the right). 

Road collapses near bridge in Raymond’s 2007 floods 

What’s happening?What’s happening?What’s happening?What’s happening?    

The Town of Raymond is currently in the process of creating a 
zoning ordinance to protect identified high-hazard areas that 
lie in close proximity to the Upper Exeter River and its pri-
mary tributary, the Fordway Brook.  

The main goal of this ordinance is to minimize future flood 
impacts thereby protecting lives, property, and infra-
structure associated with these areas. 

Why now?Why now?Why now?Why now?    

In order to reduce the threat of damages caused by 
fluvial erosion along riverside communities in the 
future, it is important to act as quickly as possible 
now. 

“Flood events as large and larger than the May 2006 

and April 2007 floods are likely to happen in the future. 

Communities and the State should plan accordingly” 

- NH DES/FEMA News Release, August 2008, see link at: 

http://des.nh.gov/media/pr/documents/080820.pdf 
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Fluvial Erosion Hazard Program 
Town of Raymond, NH 

What costs could an FEH zone mitigate?What costs could an FEH zone mitigate?What costs could an FEH zone mitigate?What costs could an FEH zone mitigate?    

Direct— Rescue and relief support, emergency preparedness, cleanup, 
restoration of facilities, rebuilding of infrastructure, homes and busi-
nesses, and temporary shelter for flood victims. 

Indirect— Interruption of business functions, loss of wages and sales, 
operation and maintenance of flood control facilities, loans for repair-
ing/replacing damaged investments, and subsidies for flood insurance. 
    
Who’s involved?Who’s involved?Who’s involved?Who’s involved?    

The Town of Raymond, NH Department of Environmental Services, 
NH Geological Survey, Rockingham Planning Commission, Southern 
New Hampshire Planning Commission, FEMA, and the EPA.   

How will this ordinance be designed?How will this ordinance be designed?How will this ordinance be designed?How will this ordinance be designed?    

This ordinance will be designed as an “overlay district”, meaning it 
will be put in place over existing ordinances and zoning regulations.  

While no structure or establishment that is already in place should be 
affected, the ordinance will limit new structures within FEH 
zones. This is vital way to protect public safety and welfare, and to 
minimize property loss and damages in Raymond and downstream 
areas of the Exeter River watershed.  

Permitted and conditional uses will be outlined in the ordinance with 
the general guideline being that any improvements/adjustments 
should fit certain criteria so as to not encroach upon the river. 

Frequently Asked Questions:Frequently Asked Questions:Frequently Asked Questions:Frequently Asked Questions:    

Q: Would an FEH zone affect my property taxes? 

A: No, being located in an FEH zone should not affect 
these because the value and associated tax base are al-
ready tempered by the property’s susceptibility to flood-
ing and whether the owner is required to carry flood in-
surance. 
 
Q: What about flood insurance rates? 

A: The FEH zones can overlay onto the FEMA Flood In-
surance Rate Maps (FIRM’s) but they do not affect the 
flood maps themselves. Therefore, it will not affect insur-
ance rates. 
 
Q: What will I be responsible for doing if my property is 
located within an FEH zone? 

A: Check with the Town of Raymond Planning and Com-
munity Development Department (in charge of zoning 
issues) before pursuing new development or modifica-
tions to an existing structure. The Town’s zoning regula-
tion will outline and  explain permitted and prohibited 
uses once the ordinance is in effect. Any development 
should be designed so as to not encroach on the stream. 

Any other questions? Please contact the Raymond 
Planning and Community Development Department at 
603-895-4735 or by email at ecreveling@raymondnh.gov 
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